




















[9] Toa’s death was reported to the Duty Coroner who directed a post-mortem. The post-
mortem revealed that Toa had some health issues but none that would have explained his death,
The pathologist was unable to ascertain a direct cause of death but noted the witness accounts of
Toa consuming synthetic cannabis. ESR toxicology analysis of Toa’s blood revealed
consumption of his prescribed medication, consistent with normal use, but analysis was unable to
detect the synthetic cannabis. ESR explained that analysis of synthetic cannabinoids will only
lead to detection for a limited range of synthetic cannabinoids, with dozens of different synthetic

cannabinoids as yet being unable to be detected through their analysis processes.
DISCUSSION OF THE FACTS AS THEY RELATE TO THE ISSUES
WHAT WAS THE CAUSE AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF TOA’S DEATH?

[10] Following Toa’s treatment at the emergency department for his dizzy spell fall on 4 June
2016 he was assessed by his personal doctor with no clear medical cause being identified. There
was evidence that Toa had been consuming synthetic cannabis some time prior to that fall, but no
evidence of consumption of synthetic cannabis immediately before the fall. The evidence is that
Toa was regularly consuming synthetic cannabis by the time of his death. The autopsy was
unable to determine an exact cause of death and the ESR analysis of Toa’s blood was unable to

identify the particular synthetic cannabinoid that Toa had consumed, nor as a result the level of

that synthetic drug in his body.

[11] Toa’s death followed shortly after his consumption of synthetic cannabis. One of the
other individuals with Toa, who had also consumed that same synthetic drug, felt dizzy to the
point where he went to rest in his bedroom. It appears likely that in the overall circumstances of
Toa’s death, and the absence of any pathological finding for the cause of his death, that his
consumption of the synthetic cannabis in some way impacted on his death. How or to what

extent is unable to be established on the evidence that I have for me.

ARE THERE ANY COMMENTS OR RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING TOA’S
DEATH THAT MAY, IF DRAWN TO PUBLIC ATTENTION, REDUCE THE CHANCES OF

DEATH IN SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES?

[12] With there being uncertainty as to the cause of Toa’s death, and the impact of his
consumption of synthetic cannabis, I am not in a position to make any recommendations or

comments pursuant to section 57A of the Coroners Act 2006.









